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Subject: New 2024 teaching on House Churches: We need your input!

 
Dear Saints
 
As most regular jobholders in SA are winding DOWN for the end of 2023, we at Trumpet Call are winding UP!
 
We intend to do a lot of work this holiday season concerning the subject of HOUSE CHURCHES.
 
Background:
20 years ago, we started to teach on this topic on the PILTC (Prayer and Intercession Leaders Training Course).
But 20 years ago the spiritual and church landscape in SA looked a lot different than today. Church people were still very much caught up
in an “institutional church” mindset and paradigm – which was the only paradigm most church people had ever known by then.
Hence, we had to tread very, very carefully in our teaching about House Churches. We’ve been sowing the seeds of a whole new paradigm
with fear and trembling, and experienced lots of indignation, resistance and criticism from old school church leaders. Most of those leaders
are now either dead or retired.
 
So we experience an urgency from the Holy Spirit to revisit this utterly crucial vehicle for the church during the persecution of the end
times: The (only!) Biblical model of church - The House Church.
And this time to introduce the concept more widely, and with more urgency and vigour than before.
We intend to make a video on the subject for publication on Youtube.
 
Having travelled this country far and wide during the past 20 years, my wife and I are very much aware of the existence of House
Churches in almost every city and town where we’ve been. And we know that a lot of those members are subscribers to this Trumpet Call
list.
For the sake of research of this topic: WE’D LIKE TO HEAR YOUR STORIES!
 
So, for clarity’s sake, let’s define a House Church:
 
A House Church is NOT a Cell Church.
Cell churches usually gather in homes on weekdays, led by a cell leader who would usually have undergone “cell leader training” by his
superiors. Cell Churches belong to, and report to a “mother church” – usually a typical institutional church led by one or more pastors.
 
House Churches are utterly independent. They report to no human institution but in rare cases some apostolic figure. They gather in
homes on any day of the week, and aren’t led, but fathered. These spiritual father(s) and mothers facilitate the processes needed for
spiritual growth of the members. They are usually called “Elders”. The typical “pastor” or “cell leader” roles are almost non-existent.
 
So here’s what we’d like you to do:
 
Please send us your feedback not later than the end of this year (2023) in the following format. I’ll tell the story of OUR House Church as
an example of what we’re looking for:
 

When did you start?1.
2004.

How many members do you currently have?2.
12

How many members are of school going age or younger?3.
0

How many are out of school, but younger than 30?4.
0

How many are older than 29, but younger than 60?5.
7

How many are 60 or older?6.
5

How many “elders” (you might call them differently) do you have?7.
1

What do you do when you gather?8.
We don’t always do the same thing. Sometimes we worship. Sometimes we pray. Most of the time we report back on
each member’s ministry of the past week. Sometimes we discuss personal or marital issues. Sometimes we seek
answers in Scripture. All these revolve around Jesus. We usually conclude with tea & cookies.

What would you say are the special focus areas of your House Church?9.
We focus on the Kingdom of Heaven and our roles in it. Marriage counselling. Prayer. Children’s ministry.
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Deliverance. Teaching. Research.
What kind of ministries do individual members have?10.
Marriage counselling. Prayer for the sick. Children’s ministry via music. Caring for the elderly. Deliverance. Teaching.
Research.

How widely does your House Church impact your community?11.
We impact our local town with ad hoc counselling, prayer, care and children’s ministry. We impact the whole of SA
with teaching, deliverance and church planting.

What are your House Church’s strong points?12.
We are rather mature Christians with many decades of walking with Jesus under the belt.

What are your House Church’s weak points/problems?13.
We don’t really cater for teenagers & children.

Has your House Church ever multiplied/died/dissolved into other House Churches?14.
No. Several former members have moved either to other towns or abroad. They still impact their communities where
they live now.

Have you ever had disciplinary issues? Tell us about them. Please withhold names.15.
Yes. A married couple who struggled.

Are you aware of the existence of other House Churches in your area/town?16.
No.

In which province are you situated?17.
Western Cape.

 
Below please find a proforma which you can copy and paste in your email reply.
Please keep your answers concise.
By sending your answers back to us, you consent to allow Trumpet Call to use your information for research and
documentation purposes. Trumpet Call hereby consents to anonymity of your information.
 

Name:
 

In which year did your House Church start?1.
 

How many members do you currently have?2.
 

How many members are of school going age or younger?3.
 

How many are out of school, but younger than 30?4.
 

How many are older than 29, but younger than 60?5.
 

How many are 60 or older?6.
 

How many “elders” (you might call them differently) do you have?7.
 

What do you do when you gather?8.
 

What would you say are the special focus areas of your House Church?9.
 

What kind of ministries do individual members have?10.
 

How widely does your House Church impact your community?11.
 

What are your House Church’s strong points?12.
 

What are your House Church’s weak points/problems?13.
 

Has your House Church ever multiplied/died/dissolved into other House Churches?14.
 

Have you ever had disciplinary issues? Tell us about them. Please withhold names.15.
 

Are you aware of the existence of other House Churches in your area/town?16.
 

In which province are you situated?17.
 
In Christ
 
Eben Swart
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Good news for our supporters! We can now accommodate gifts and donations via bank cards. Simply go to
https://pos.snapscan.io/gr/a8gfaxV7, click on “Pay with card” and enter your details.
Kindly visit our website www.trumpetcall.co.za.
Find us on Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/@trumpetcall/videos. Vals Priesterdom: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N8na9NKeko
and https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FyvHF84A2VQ.
Find us on Vimeo: https://vimeo.com/trumpetcall/vod_pages.
Watch Eben’s testimony: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dmYxIY62-mo.
To subscribe or unsubscribe: Go to http://trumpetcall.co.za/newsletters/trumpetnet.
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