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Subject: Out-of-Churchers and lazy pastors.

Dear Saints

A good number of years ago (2004) we have addressed the issue of “Out-of-Churchers” in this newsletter. And several readers were VERY angry with
us at the time and left the group.

And - as in the USA where house churches have been the second largest church grouping for several years now - 17 years or so after my initial
comments this phenomenon has become commonplace in SA.

In fact, Trumpet Call has ministered primarily to Out-of-Churchers for many years now.

The Lies:

In the Afrikaans community, my generation has grown up with 3 deeply ingrained lies from the desks and pulpits of church leadership:
1. Outside of the institutional church you are damned!
2. You'll be out in the cold and you’ll die!
3. There’s no life outside of the institutional church!

The Change:

Since we’ve spoken out on the issue of Out-of-Churchers 17 years ago, three major phenomena has forever changed the church landscape worldwide:
1. The communication revolution.
2. Globalisation.
3. The information revolution.
As a result of these, church members have been exposed to different religious viewpoints and masses of information on religious issues. And hence,
church leaders have completely lost their former “monopoly” on the religious information and viewpoints that their members get exposed to.
Exposure to such never-before-accessible information has caused thousands of church members to start thinking for themselves about religious affairs,
causing different and deeper worship, and rapid spiritual growth in many - which in some developed some degree of spiritual maturity.
Institutional church structures don’t allow members to grow spiritually beyond the level of their leaders (although theological studies don’t mandate
spiritual growth - they simply mandate academic prowess!).
This, in turn, has caused many a serious difference of opinion and friction in local institutional churches between members and pastors.
Members never win the “fight”. Pastors and church systems always do.
Resulting in the church’s best, most mature members eventually leaving the church - wounded. (In the USA, a staggering 93% of these church leavers
were found to have previously been involved in church leadership!) Leaving an equally wounded pastor with the rest of his members who would still
faithfully attend weekly motivational/comforting speeches based on a Bible verse.

Sloppy work:

The pastoral profession is one of few in the world that never gets evaluated. (Members of almost every other profession in the world are subject to at
least one stringent annual evaluation of the quality of their work.)
Resulting in so-so ministerial work in most congregations. Just getting by. Doing the minimum that will keep the church board happy. As long as the
money rolls in, nobody asks questions. (Lots of churches are essentially businesses, run according to a business model and “franchised” into branches
all over the world).
[If you deem this statement a bit harsh, simply apply this test to a random sample of your institutional church members:
Ask them to explain to you:

1. HOW TO lead a sinner to salvation.

2. WHY this way of salvation would save the sinner.

3. What the role of the COVENANT with Abraham plays in the above.
The questions above are the milk of the gospel. The ABC - so to speak. If a church member does not understand these, or cannot explain them to his
fellow man, he has not been TAUGHT at all. And those questions are still on mere intellectual level. We haven’t even touched the spiritual level yet!]

And after many years of ministering to Out-of-Churchers, | would be dishonest to say that we’ve found excellent work having been done with them by
their former institutional churches. There are rare exceptions, though.

Most Out-of-Churchers have been SERMONISED to pulp during their institutional church years. But few, few, few, have ever been TAUGHT. Those who
know anything have usually taught themselves.

In any class | teach, it's usually quite easy to identify the institutional church members (or those who have recently left the institution). They are the
ones who ask the “milk” questions. (I don’t preach - | teach! So questions are always welcome in my classroom!).

The Nature of House Churches:

My family and | have been part of a House Church since 2004 - by far our best church experience ever! | have absolutely no doubt in my heart that the
vehicle which will facilitate the everyday life of future Christians in SA is the House Church. This is the Scripture-mandated, Book of Acts model of being
church.

The regular current cathedral-like institutional church is a 1700 year old extra-Biblical Roman Catholic invention - which the Reformation of the
1500s failed to correct. Moreover, the denominational church is the unbiblical, divisive brainchild of intellectualist theologians.

The House Church Model facilitates the proper, Biblical leadership of the church: Apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors and teachers. The current
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institution facilitates only the almighty pastor/teacher - due to the intellectualist doctrine of cessationalism.

House Churches pop up out of nowhere, grow, and then eventually multiply or die after a few years. Just to pop up anew in a different appearance in
the same place or somewhere else. This is true Body life - just like the cells of a natural body.

House Churches don’t focus on LEADERSHIP - but rather on FAMILY. Families have fathers and mothers, and sons and daughters. House Churches don’t
have leaders and followers - they have fathers and sons, and mothers and daughters. And eventually some sons and daughters grow into becoming
new dads and moms of a new House Church.

There aren’t any salaries. There’s no talk about income and finances. There aren’t any buildings. There’s no Church Board (the whole church IS the
Church Board!). There’s very little admin (of which a weekly whatsapp group message constitutes the bulk!).

There’s lots of accountability. There's lots of empowerment. There’s lots of protection. There's lots of holiness.

House Church Meetings:

The elders call church meetings (they take place in private homes, and might rotate through different homes over time).

Members don’t have to join an organisation. You never sign on any dotted line. You join a family.

There aren’t any sermons or messages. There’s no liturgy. There aren’t any formularies.

Every church member has a ministry - be it full-time or part-time.

Church meetings aren’t church services. They are simply this: Meetings with Jesus at the centre. (Afr: Jy kuier saam soos ‘n gesin!). Every member
reports back on his ministry of the past week. This is discussed, Biblical advice is given, members are encouraged, and everybody’s ministry gets
prayed for. Personal matters can be put on the table for godly discussion or advice.

Every once in a while you hold communion. One of the fathers would typically facilitate this.

If there’s need for baptism, you do so in a bath or a swimming pool. If there’s a funeral, you bury the person. If there’s a wedding, you marry the couple
and pay a marriage officer for his official services.

Tithes and offerings go to those whom the Bible mention: In the Old Covenant: Priests, Levites, widows, orphans and aliens. In the New Covenant:
Those who serve the Kingdom and live by faith (not salary!), and the financially disempowered in the Body - wherever they might be. Every member
hears from the Holy Spirit where to give. (If, during the past 17 years in our House Church, we have spent 20 minutes in total talking about money -
then that would be much. Although none of us are wealthy, money is simply not an issue - or even on our radar screen!)

The Brokenness of Church People:

Having focussed on counselling in the wider Body during the past 5 years, we at Trumpet Call were once again deeply touched by the brokenness of
church people.

God’s people are broken, broken, broken. Every day they writhe in their pain and ruckle in their blood.

And regular church theology has no answer for that. Their pain just gets brushed off with a Bible verse here and a Bible verse there.

They are told that they should be OK - since they know Jesus.

But they are NOT OK. And they simply never get TAUGHT HOW to allow Jesus to heal them. All they hear are sermons: Motivation and comfort.

And in the meantime they bravely put a smile on their dial and feign OK.

The church landscape in SA has forever changed.

The Out-of-Church segment is growing - and growing rapidly.

They have given up on organised church, but not on Jesus. They arrive Out-of-Church - wounded by their former church leadership.

But with care and nurture in a loving fellowship of earlier church leavers they find healing with Jesus - and eventually prosper and thrive.

The Truth:

1. You are NOT damned outside of the institutional church. You are just as saved as ever before.

2. You are NOT out in the cold and you WON'T die. There are thousands more of your kind out there! It’s not WRONG to leave the
institution. But it’s DANGEROUS to stay out of fellowship!

3. There’s LOTS of life outside of the institution. Life in abundance!

May God help us. Jesus is the answer.
Jesus saves.

Jesus heals.

Jesus is Lord.

Yours FAITHfully

Eben Swart

Kindly visit our website www.trumpetcall.co.za
Find us on Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtRRKwvttSgYOcwDhBaQM4Q?. Vals Priesterdom:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N8vna9NKeko; https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FyvHF84A2VQ.

Find us on Vimeo: Eng: https://vimeo.com/ondemand/piltc1 or piltc2 or piltc3 or piltc4. https://vimeo.com/ondemand/kundalini;
https://vimeo.com/ondemand/thetwobabylons. Afr: https://vimeo.com/ondemand/gilkl of gilk2 of gilk3 of gilk4.
Watch Eben’s testimony: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dmYxIY62-mo
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http://www.trumpetcall.co.za
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtRRKwvttSgYOcwDhBaQM4Q?
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N8vna9NKeko
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FyvHF84A2VQ
https://vimeo.com/ondemand/piltc1
https://vimeo.com/ondemand/kundalini
https://vimeo.com/ondemand/thetwobabylons
https://vimeo.com/ondemand/gilk1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dmYxIY62-mo
http://trumpetcall.co.za/newsletters/trumpetnet

