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Subject: Principles of Giving and Receiving in times of Struggle.

 
Dear Saints
 
PLEASE DISTRIBUTE THIS MAIL WIDELY – TO WHOMEVER IT MIGHT BENEFIT.
 
South Africa is at a crossroads.
After mismanaging and stealing the country’s money for decades (that’s what is meant by the euphemism “corruption”), the SA government (at
national, provincial, municipal and state owned entities levels) has depleted the fiscus, leaving South Africa teetering at the edge of a financial abyss.
Now this government is borrowing billions – of which large percentages will also be stolen. And will have to be paid back by taxpayers – at “rubbish
status” interest rates.
Lean, very lean, and leanest financial times are just around the corner.
Add to that the current Covid-19 crisis, and I don’t have to describe to you what lies ahead.
 
During the years 1996 – 2000 my wife and I, and our two small boys, have gone through such leanest times. I had quitted my job as a school teacher
and started a ministry – trying to make ends meet with our small business start-up.
We know what it’s like to have no job, no money and no way to generate income – with a family to feed.
 
For those of you who have lost your jobs, or are already feeling the pinch of the financial nippers, here’s what we’ve learnt during those leanest of
times (we survived!):
 

Swallow your pride. Admit to God, yourself AND THE WORLD that you are struggling.1.
For many, to swallow their pride is the most difficult thing of all – the refusal of which could thwart all the steps below.
You are struggling, and you need help. Tell this to God, yourself and those around you. Ask for help if necessary.

Pray.2.
Most Christians believe in Jesus for their salvation, but not for their livelihood. For their livelihood they believe in their jobs, their employers,
salary systems, worldly financial securities and investments, insurance, medical schemes and pension funds.
It’s time for you to know your Saviour also as your Provider. And He WILL provide for you. And test your faith and obedience in the process. God
is never late, but He is surely reluctant to be early!
When you need money - PRAY! And change in your life whatever He tells you to change!

Learn the Law of the Baseline.3.
The Law of the Baseline is simply this:
The Kingdom does not promise us cars or phones. Or even a bed, or a roof over our heads.
All the Kingdom guarantees are: Food and clothing. Nothing more, nothing less. Mt. 6:25 – 26. And that the child of the righteous shall
never beg for food (Ps. 37:25).
As long as you are a disciple of Jesus, this is the lowest God will ever allow you to go: Having only food and clothing, and that your kids will
never beg for food.
That’s the baseline. You will always live above that line. This is what God promises, and what you, as a disciple, might claim from Him. Believing
that should protect you from panic and despair.

Don’t be stupid.4.
You might have to accept a temporary lower lifestyle than before. Make peace with that.
Scale down. Sell your SUV and get a used, petrol efficient, reliable smaller car that would get you from point A to B.
Close up your swimming pool and switch off your garden sprinklers.
Don’t incur ANY new debt. Don’t go on new financial ventures.
Don’t rob Peter to pay Paul. Don’t try and pretend to the world outside that you’re financially all right.
Stay out of shops and malls.
Quit addictions to food, sugar, cigarettes, medicine, liquor, computer games, internet, etc.
If you’re a home owner, keep up minor maintenances on your house (do it yourself!): Leakages, paintwork, etc.
Very important: Keep your car clean and running. If your transport fails, your life might become extremely difficult and complicated!
Don’t be lazy. Don’t sit at home and wait for better days. Go out and work – whether you get paid for your efforts or not!

Do whatever your hand finds to do (and sometimes make money).5.
Former white collar workers might have to do manual work. Do that, until you get something better. If you’re too proud to do manual labour,
then keep your pride – and your misery!
If you possess a white collar skill and can’t find payment for that, offer your skill for free for others in need. A little bit of kindness goes a long,
long way. This is an investment in the Kingdom, and will pay handsome dividends in the future.
Work for free for a “trial period” for an employer who cannot employ you. Do excellent work for him during this time. If he does not start to pay
you after a month or two, leave him and do the same for the next employer, until you get appointed formally. Make yourself indispensable.

Render unto God what is God’s.6.
You cannot expect of God to keep His side of the Covenant, and not keep yours. Give to whomever whatever the Lord tells you to, whether it be
money, things, time or labour.

Make a list of ALL your expenses, and classify ALL of them into one of two categories: NEEDS and WANTS. Then split the NEEDS7.
category into: OBLIGATIONS and ESSENTIALS. Split the WANTS category into: NICE TO HAVES and IMPROMPTUS.
Although this will vary from individual to individual, and from circumstance to circumstance, the following might serve as broad guidelines as to
what the above might constitute:
Obligations: Mortgage, debt, rates & taxes, school funds, etc. Honour all your contracts and commitments.
Essentials: Groceries, petrol, airtime, consumables (to enable you to work), etc. Whatever you cannot do without.
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Nice to Haves: Insurance, Medical Scheme, Pension, new clothes, DSTV, internet, etc.
Improptus: Eating out, fast food, pleasure drives, entertainment, snacks, braai, etc.

Pay OBLIGATIONS first, ESSENTIALS second, NICE TO HAVES third – and cut out IMPROMPTUS altogether.8.
Follow this protocol to the letter.
Beside Impromptus, Nice to Haves may be cut out altogether as well. After all: They are WANTS, not NEEDS.
Letting go of them will REALLY teach you to trust God alone for your provision, safety, health, and old age.

Lower the level of your acquisitions, and buy smart.9.
You needn’t drink Nescafe. Ricoffee doesn’t kill. Tea needn’t be flavoured.
Prime meat tastes nice, but lesser grades also contain protein.
Cook from scratch – it’s much cheaper than any other way.
Buy bulk, at lesser price, whenever you can. During lean times, a freezer becomes a need – not a want.
You needn’t braai every weekend. Sometimes once every 3 months would do. Maybe chicken, not red meat.

Swallow your pride once again, and learn to receive with gracefulness.10.
OK, you have now swallowed your pride and informed relatives and friends that you are struggling. You’ve admitted to yourself that you need
help.
So, when someone DOES help you, beware of your reaction: Don’t act embarrassed. Don’t refuse. Don’t make excuses. Don’t say: “You
shouldn’t have”. Or: “I cannot take this”. That’s offensive to the helper.
Simply smile gracefully, receive whatever is offered you, and express your gratitude with your blessing over the helper. Train yourself in how to
bless.
Never allow your own pride to rob a helper from the blessing he’ll receive from heaven.

Spend time with, and cherish marital and family relationships.11.
It’s no use to survive financially, while your home is a living hell. Invest time and effort in your closest relationships. THEY are the people who
will help you get through this!

Suffering offers an opportunity for promotion in spiritual authority.12.
God the Father taught his Son obedience through suffering (Heb. 5:8).
And a servant is not greater than his Master.
So how will the Father teach US obedience?
Through suffering.
Whenever you suffer, focus on being obedient to God. Doggedly keep on doing the right thing, because God might be testing your integrity
under pressure, as He did with Abraham (sacrificing his only son).
And when you’ve stood the test of pressure, God might just decide to increase your spiritual authority and anointing.

Adopt a lifestyle and mindset of gratefulness.13.
As Christians, we aren’t entitled to any “human rights” but one: To be called Children of God (John 1:12).
You aren’t entitled to any of the things you now have to do without. To have them, is grace – and grace alone.
Thank God for the little that you’ve got.

Learn what this Biblical sentence means: “The just shall live by faith.”14.
Do you count among “the just”?
Do you know what “faith” for your next plate of food is?
Have you formerly tried to live by systems?
You will NOW learn how to LIVE by FAITH!

 
These lean times will be the opportunity for all of us to get out of Babylon and its worldly economy, and to once again learn how God’s Kingdom
Economy works, and to get this Economy going.
 
For those of you who are in no financial crisis at all – and in a position to help others:
 
Here’s what we’ve learnt in terms of helping others:
 

When you help, help with all your might.1.
A Christian helps his neighbour in need. Believer or unbeliever. Man or woman. Adult or child. White, coloured or black. Especially if his calamity
is not his own fault.
But Christians don’t sponsor their neighbour’s sin and poor choices (see point nr. 3 below) or help manipulators (see point 4 below).
Don’t help your neighbour 25% if you can help 50%. And don’t help 50% if you can help 100%. Help with all your might.

Whenever you help another, keep in mind the Kingdom of God’s economy.2.
“God’s Kingdom’s economy” is a whole teaching on its own.
In short:
In God’s Kingdom there are “Levites”, and 11 other ‘tribes”.
The “tribes” have received “land” (a means to create an income) and “Levites” no “land” (no means to create an income).
The “tribes” model HARD WORK to the “Levites”, and the “Levites” model FAITH to the “tribes”.
These two groups are interdependent:
Without the Levites, the tribes will perish because their crops will fail without faith, and without the tribes, the Levites will perish because they
will die of hunger.
That’s why the Levites would minister to the tribes for free, cause them to have faith and be blessed with their crops.
And that’s why the Levites were entitled to tithes, so they would have food to eat.
This circular economy of crops and faith, when properly applied, led to an extravagantly wealthy kingdom in the time of Solomon.
Bless the Levite, who lives by faith – not by salary, who ministers to you. And allow him to minister faith unto you. So God’s Kingdom might be
blessed, and its Economy roaring.

Don’t help your neighbour out of humanism or philanthropism. That’s unbiblical, and ungodly. Be an excellent steward of3.
Kingdom resources entrusted to you.
Whenever you help a stubborn sinner to escape the suffering of wages of his/her sin or poor choices, you become an ungodly enabler,
sponsoring the sin of the Kingdom of Darkness with God’s resources. This applies especially to addicts (drugs, gambling, shopping),
unscrupulous business practices, etc.
Even some communities suffer because of poor service delivery, but in election after election elect the same lazy/thieving/incompetent
councillors repeatedly, based on ethnicity or blind loyalty. Such a community should sleep on the loyalist/racist bed of thorns they’ve made for
themselves by poor choices. Else you sponsor lazy/corrupt/incompetent politicians with God’s resources, and thereby cripple the Kingdom’s
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economy.
Suffering because of the consequences/wages of sin and bad choices is God’s way to bring a sinner to repentance and healing (see the
parable of the prodigal son). If your gift/help causes the sinner to escape this suffering, you will simply forever sponsor his/her sin and poor
choices.
Pray for such a person, and allow God to bring him/her to repentance. Then you can help him/her.
The rule of thumb here is: If a person chooses to sin or make poor choices, and stubbornly persists in doing so for ungodly reasons, then he
disqualifies himself from help until he/she honestly repents. Even God himself never violates the ability of freedom of choice that He’s given
man.
[There is a huge difference between Humanism and Humanitarianism:
Humanism has its roots in the French Revolution and Freemasonic philosophy. Humanism is deeply secular and ungodly. Humanism helps his
fellow man because it believes a being is entitled to be relieved from his self-inflicted suffering simply because he belongs to Homo Sapiens.
Humanitarianism is biblical and godly. Humanitarianism helps his fellow man out of love – and because of circumstantial calamity of external
origin. This is what the good Samaritan had done.]

Never help a manipulator. Manipulation is witchcraft.4.
In the parable of the good Samaritan, the helper didn’t help because he was manipulated by a sad face, sad story and begging hand. Neither by
reproach, human rights, entitlement or victim mentality.
The good Samaritan helped by a choice of HIS will, out of love.
To help (or not) remains YOUR choice and prerogative. Whenever you feel guilty/compelled to help because of manipulation: Stop. That wouldn’t
be good stewardship of what God had entrusted to you.
This applies to manipulative church leaders as well.

Don’t be more committed to another person’s healing (financial, or otherwise) than the person him-/herself.5.
Once again, if you are MORE committed to another person’s healing than the person him-/herself, you become an enabler of sin and poor
choices. And that’s ungodly.

 
Difficult times call for difficult answers. The Swart family have learnt the answers above at an enormous price and pain – during our own time of
suffering.
Today, I wish I had access to this email in 1996. It would have spared me and my family MUCH pain and suffering.
Don’t despise these answers, or treat them cheaply. They work.
 
Yours FAITHfully
 
Eben Swart
 
 

Kindly visit our website www.trumpetcall.co.za
Find us on Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtRRKwvttSgYOcwDhBaQM4Q? Vals Priesterdom:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N8vna9NKeko; https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FyvHF84A2VQ.
Find us on Vimeo: https://vimeo.com/trumpetcall/vod_pages.
Watch Eben’s testimony: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dmYxIY62-mo
To subscribe or unsubscribe: Go to http://trumpetcall.co.za/newsletters/trumpetnet
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