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Subject: Reflecting on the National Lockdown.

 
Dear Saints
 
Coming out of National Lockdown (not that much will change for me personally!) it might be a good exercise to reflect on the past 5 weeks.
As always, there were positives and negatives.
 
Positives:
 

1.       It was good to see the ANC government, for once, performing – listening to the right voices and making sensible decisions. That
came as a wonderfully, and completely unexpected, pleasant surprise.

 
During the past 26 years we have become used to a National Government stumbling from one mindless decision to the next, shooting itself in
the foot again and again and again and again – almost endless. Since Mandela until Ramaphosa, our presidents have appointed incompetent
and/or corrupt ministers in key portfolios. Even some presidents themselves were shockingly incompetent. Whether this phenomenon was just
due to poor leadership, or whether they simply had to make do with the available human resources in the ANC, is irrelevant.
For me, personally, I have years ago lost any belief in National Government to keep up enough savvy for long enough to make this country go
forward. We hear MUCH big-mouth TALK, but see very little DONE and accomplished to take South Africa to a better future.
Yet, we pray for men in authority as the Bible teaches us.
 
And now, suddenly and unexpectedly, something in the ANC has, for the first time since the pre-1994 Struggle, kicked into gear. At least the
president and some key ministers talk sense most of the time, although the majority’s interaction with the media and public still borders on the
embarrassing.
Now suddenly there’s proper collaboration, planning, financing, communication and execution. Still some in the lower ranks drop the ball, but at
least the plan is sensible and rolling out. At least somebody’s doing and accomplishing something for a change!
I catch myself holding my breath for how long this will last. Before some selfish, power-and-money hungry politicians ruin it all.
But for now, let’s hope for the best. I don’t trust Government. I trust Jesus.
2.       I love the people of South Africa.
It was SO good to see how much goodwill abounds among our peoples.
It was good to see how individuals cared for each other.
How many joined hands and organized all kinds of help: Sewing masks, collecting and delivering food, taking care of the sick and elderly, giving
hope to the discouraged, working long hours to make things work.
The list goes on and on.
3.       We live in a wonderful, beautiful country that God made (despite politicians!).
Every day during Lockdown we could enjoy the sun on our skin, producing mood-supporting vitamin D.
We were privileged to have food to eat, clean water to drink and birds in our garden.
At night we could sleep safely and soundly. In the mornings I could even sleep in, because the neighbourhood’s hysterical dogs didn’t bark –
since their masters were all at home!
We had much work to do to keep us sensible and busy.
My grown-up son and I exercised up and down the driveway. My wife discovered training classes on Youtube and exercised in front of the TV.
Every night at 8 we blew on shofars, vuvuzelas, referee’s whistles and garden hoses together with our street’s neighbours to thank our essential
workers. The children beat drums, pots and pans. The black family across the street ululu-ed and sounded their BMW’s hooter. My coloured
theologian neighbour didn’t make any noise, but flashed his lights on and off. And one night we all sang “Happy Birthday” to a little girl who
could not go out to celebrate with her family and friends. Community!
4.       South Africans know how to adapt.
We stayed at home for weeks on end.
At ATMs we queued at respectful distances wearing our masks, lamenting our lockdown lot in muffled tones.
At supermarkets we sanitized our hands and trolley and basket handles – ever mindful of not adjusting our masks or touching our faces.
Yes, we know how to, and CAN change our behaviour. For at least 5 weeks!
5.       And then there’s the humour.
Trevor Noah was reported to have said on American television that South Africa’s people will just laugh the corona virus away. And in a sense
we did. Not that the virus has disappeared at all. But South Africans cope with humour.
Whether you’re white, coloured, black or Asian in this country – your people have gone through hefty hardship somewhere in the past. South
Africans know hardship. And we laugh it away to cope.
Humour might not be the most exquisite, emotionally intelligent coping mechanism, but in a diverse society like ours, it works. And during this
lockdown, it was battle tested again. And it passed with flying colours. Humour works for us.
Here’s one lockdown meme I received yesterday. Being a cat lover, I found it hilarious: :
“All of our dogs think we quit our jobs to spend more time with them. All our cats think we got fired for being the losers they always knew we
were!”

 
Negatives:
 

1.       The first and foremost negative was, and still is, the uncertainty – causing STRESS.
Everybody is, with widely varying sets of circumstances, trying to work out what the immediate future would hold. With government publishing
rule upon rule and law upon law (currently already exceeding 500 pages!), it’s really hard for the man in the street to find his way.



http://trumpetcall.co.za/newsletters/trumpetnet TrumpetNet, 1 May 2020

2

Researchers say that some of the greatest causes of stress in people’s lives is CHANGE. Changes in our major determiners like home, job,
income, church, movement, school, etc. cause us to freak out. It rattles our souls. And that’s exactly where we are now.
And the uncertainty remains – in the short AND the long term. Some don’t even know where their next plate of food will come from.
Stress breaks up immunity. Stress causes us to continually secrete small amounts of adrenaline – which slowly eat away at our bodies’ cell walls
(Yuppie flu!). Stress causes mental anxiety. Stress causes despair. Stress causes arguments and fights. Stress breaks up marriages. Stress
causes, and reinforces addictions.
This is where FAITH comes in. FAITH in Jesus fights stress. FAITH in Jesus breaks down stress. FAITH in Jesus finally overpowers stress.
As a family we’ve been there, done that, got the T-shirt. FAITH is healthy – at ALL levels!
2.       Suffering.
Poor people suffered. Poor people don’t have space and amenities at home. Poor people don’t have food and/or clean water. Poor people don’t
have buffers. They are exposed to the brutalities of whichever change.
As a family, we’ve been there, done that, got the T-shirt. We know what it’s like. Not the informal settlement, but having no money.
There’s NO romance in poverty.
3.       No income.
What do you do when you don’t have money?
Well, you go out and DO something about it. You do something economically viable to earn some money.
But now, if the government prevents you by force to do so, what on earth do you do? You WANT to work for a living, but now you MAY NOT!
And wife and children are starving.
My heart bleeds for those.
But let us add immediately: Dire times don’t mandate criminality.
4.       The ECONOMY!
A strong economy creates jobs. And jobs mean money. And money looks after provision. And provision looks after a meaningful life. We all know
that.
But money is NOT equal to life. People don’t lose their lives for lack of money. In SA, it’s rare for people to die of hunger.
For years on end now, SA has had an official unemployment rate of more than 25%. The unofficial rate is significantly higher.
If joblessness (or moneylessness) equated to death, our unemployment problem would have been solved after just one month, because all
jobless individuals would have died.
And we all know this is not the case. In fact, long before the lockdown, this figure has been climbing – instead of decreasing due to deaths. So
why do we swallow the LIE that people will die when they lose their jobs?
Yes, people might go hungry. Yes, people might lose their homes. Yes, joblessness causes trauma. And nobody wants that. But
unemployment does NOT cause death.
The current cry of “THE ECONOMY!” is a cry of the rich – not of the poor. It’s a lying cry that weighs up lives lost due to Covid-19 to
lives lost due to poor economy.
Some rich people are VERY concerned about their investments, and are willing to speak with forked tongue to make their share prices rise. They
never imagined that Mammon’s teats might one day run dry. Now they yell: “The ECONOMY!” to get the old Mammon cow’s udder working
again, so they can suckle anew.
5.       Alcohol and cigarettes.
It blows my mind that, in the midst of a looming human disaster, THIS non-essential was a major issue for millions of South Africans – evoking
heated debates and even lawsuits. We really need to grow up!
You, the reader, are more than welcome to check my facts on the following (And when you do so, may you be properly shocked to your core, as
I was):
Every year, the nett annual balance of the alcohol industry in SA is a loss of millions of rands for the country. That’s when you
balance the harm it does to the income and jobs it generates.
To the liquor industry: You are knowingly stuffing your pockets and bank accounts on the misery and pain of others.
In other words: Your products and marketing wiles empower you with a legal way of brutally stealing from others, to your own profit and their
detriment – and to the collective detriment of all South Africans. And you are eager to go to the courts to resume your conduct as soon as
possible! Economically, the liquor industry is unjustifiable. And morally even more so. Shame on you!
On almost every level our lives have been BETTER without alcohol:
There’s money for food and necessities in households. There’s no fear of drunk husband and dads. No addiction. No girls mindlessly losing their
virginity in drunken stupor at parties. No alcohol-related rapes. No unwanted babies. No fetal alcohol births. No stabbings. Empty trauma units
at hospitals. No future trauma counseling of victims. No destroyed futures. No loss of work hours due to alcohol absenteeism. No raising of taxes
to build more hospitals and trauma units. No raising of taxes to pay trauma doctors and nurses. No raising of taxes to pay trauma counselors.
No fixing of things broken, destroyed or burnt down by intoxicated people. No insurance claims for car accidents by drunk people. No lives lost
due to drunken driving. No payment of services to clean up drunk people’s messes. Etc.
Is our childish craving after ethanol really worth the reinstatement of the above?
Do you realize that with every bottle of alcohol you buy, you are sponsoring this unscrupulous industry, and hence the misery of others?
6.       Lies from and about the poor.
According to a survey during lockdown, 55% of people claimed to have no money for food. And the surveyors believed them.
The people who made these claims live in the same areas where the illegal sales of liquor and cigarettes abounded.
So who bought the alcohol and cigarettes? And where did they get the money to do so? Something does not add up!
Isn’t the truth rather: After buying alcohol and cigarettes, we have no money left for food?
Don’t blame the lockdown for bad choices!
7.       Fake news.
I never cease to be amazed at the selfish gratification some people seem to draw from disseminating alarmist lies among the public.
Social media has given all of us some measure of power over information, and some people simply don’t have enough character to handle it
responsibly. The sense of power it brings, is just too alluring.
By falsely alarming the public, we amplify community stress. And community stress is bad – at ALL levels! Fake news is a joke in very, very bad
taste. Fake news, never corrected, is lying. It originates with the Father of lies.
We MUST adapt and check the facts before forwarding them. And apply some good, old-fashioned common sense as well.
8.       Criminality under the guise of suffering.
During the pre-1994 Struggle, as a political strategy, the ANC and others have taught an entire generation of youngsters how to make a country
ungovernable. The ungodly mentality behind that was: If you are suffering, your suffering mandates criminality.
Today South Africans are eating the bitter fruits of that ungodly strategy. And for decades now, we have watched the ANC government treating
such behaviour with impunity.
Why? Because the ANC has painted itself into a moral corner.
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If it would punish such criminals, it would reflect unforgivingly on its Struggle tactics and morals – and would utterly confuse its party followers.
If treated with impunity, it could be blamed on “criminal elements”.
But who have taught these “criminals” to do so? Do we remember “Rolling mass action” under the ANC banner – destroying and stealing
everything in their way? These were strategies obtained by ANC delegations sent to China, Russia, Vietnam and Cuba to learn revolutionary
warfare.
Today, the youngsters of the 1970s are the fathers and grandfathers of the youngsters. Evil has matured and come to fullness. The Struggle has
assembled from ideological body parts a Frankenstein monster. A Frankenstein who slithered off the revolutionary assembly table and started to
walk the streets of South Africa. It’s time for the ANC to claim its monster paternity.
That’s what lies do. That’s what ungodliness does. That’s the children of the Father of lies.
The Bible calls this “doing unrighteousness”. Morally and Biblically, two negatives never make a positive. It’s impossible to further God’s
Kingdom by employing Satan’s tools.

 
Yours FAITHfully
 
Eben Swart
 

Kindly visit our website www.trumpetcall.co.za
Find us on Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtRRKwvttSgYOcwDhBaQM4Q?. Vals Priesterdom:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N8vna9NKeko; https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FyvHF84A2VQ.
Find us on Vimeo: Eng: https://vimeo.com/ondemand/piltc1 or piltc2 or piltc3 or piltc4. https://vimeo.com/ondemand/kundalini;
https://vimeo.com/ondemand/thetwobabylons. Afr: https://vimeo.com/ondemand/gilk1 of gilk2 of gilk3 of gilk4.
Watch Eben’s testimony: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dmYxIY62-mo
To subscribe or unsubscribe: Go to http://trumpetcall.co.za/newsletters/trumpetnet
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