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Subject: Where were the eschatologists and prophets? The just shall live by faith.

 
Dear Saints
 
No, I’m not writing to you AGJ?N (with apologies to Forrest Gump!) because I’m sitting at home with nothing better to do.
 
The Spirit of the Lord has laid two very diverse things on my heart to share with you (with one I’ll be needing your help).
 

Number ONE: Where were the prophets?
 
Most of us know the scripture:
 
Surely the Lord GOD does nothing, Unless He reveals His secret to His servants the prophets. – Amos 3:7.
 
It would be a very brave exegete who’d claim that the current Covid-19 scare has NO prophetic significance.
Its scale hasn’t been emulated by a plague for 100 years. The disruption it causes in the world has only been surpassed in history by two
world wars, ice ages and asteroid impacts – and maybe one or two other occasions which I cannot think of right now.
 
Personally, I believe God is in it. That it is just one more small step in His masterful unfolding of world history to have it end exactly as
prophesied by the biblical prophets. That’s what eschatologists are interested in.
 
Now, there are two main schools of thought in the church about current day prophecy:

1.      The cessationists. They believe that the offices of evangelists, prophets and apostles have ceased by the end of the time of
the Book of Acts. Similarly, that the 9 supernatural gifts of the Holy Spirit (1 Cor. 12) have ceased at the same time. That the
Holy Spirit speaks to the church in our day ONLY via the Bible. That the Bible is sufficient in its prophecies. Today we only have
to study these biblical prophecies in order to know what’s going to happen. The study of end time biblical prophecies is known as
eschatology.

2.      The continuationists. They believe that the offices of evangelists, prophets and apostles continue to this day. Similarly, that
the 9 supernatural gifts of the Holy Spirit continue to operate until this day. That the Holy Spirit speaks to every Christian directly
and personally. That whatever the Holy Spirit reveals in prophecy today, will be 100% in line with Scripture.

 
Personally, I find myself in group nr. 2.
 
Now, in terms of Covid-19, both the groups above are in trouble:

1.      Cessationists are in trouble since, to the best of my knowledge, absolutely NO eschatologist in the whole wide world has
even attempted to warn the worldwide church that the Covid-19 virus was coming. Eschatologists were, and are at large, still
clueless and strangely quiet concerning the Covid-19 scare. Completely missing in action.

Where are you eschatologists? You’ve been studying the biblical prophecies and dissecting them for centuries. You’ve published
volume upon volume. You’ve preached sermon upon sermon. You’ve devised study course upon study course. WHY didn’t you
warn the church?
If you didn’t know that Covid-19 was coming, it would simply imply that the biblical prophecies are NOT sufficient for us to
know what God is up to! Because nobody else has ever put in a greater effort to understand those prophecies than YOU!
2.      Continuationists are in trouble, since many of their leaders call themselves “prophets” – and even print that title on their

business cards.
Now, if you’re a prophet, the verse above in Amos says that God would have told you, His servant, that Covid-19 was coming –
ahead of time. I’ve searched the internet, and there were NO such prophecies published. Ironically, one or two occultists are
claimed to have predicted it. So, if you’re a prophet, WHY didn’t you warn the church? And please, don’t tell me that the Lord
HAD told you, but didn’t allow you to share that with the church! What kind of God is that?
If you didn’t know that it was coming, you’re either not a prophet (or God would have revealed it to you according to the verse
above), or God isn’t in Covid-19. And, as said above, the latter allegation is a dangerous one.

 
A humble request to our readers:
If you are aware of any GENUINE Christian prophecy, well ahead of the emergence of Covid-19, specific (i.e. not vague) and verifiably
authentic, that predicts the coming of this virus to the world,
would you PLEASE send us that. Please verify its authenticity before you send it. We simply don’t have the resources to verify many of
them!
 

Number TWO: The just shall live by faith.
 
Most of us know the scripture:
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Behold, his soul which is lifted up is not upright in him: but the just shall live by his faith. – Hab. 2:4.
 
This scripture is the single most often quoted Old Testament scripture in the New Testament:
Rom. 1:17; Gal. 3:11; Heb. 10:38.
 
I believe the Holy Spirit has been pressing this message to the Body of Jesus on my heart even more intensely than ever before:
Get out of Babylon!
 
The JUST shall live by faith. The just SHALL live by faith. The just shall LIVE by faith. The just shall live BY FAITH.
Do you get it?
 
This was the slogan of the apostles who wrote the New Testament. This was the slogan of Paul, who had faced dangers of rivers, of
bandits, of own countrymen, of Gentiles, in the city, in the country, at sea, from false brothers. Who’s gone without sleep, was hungry,
thirsty, have been cold and naked (1 Cor. 11:26 – 27).
Paul never lived by systems (have you noticed how the world’s systems are now faltering?). He never got a salary cheque in his bank
account at the end of the month. He didn’t have a medical fund or hospital plan. He didn’t have a pension plan. He didn’t have worldly
investments and securities. He didn’t have short term or life insurance. He didn’t have a passive income from an internet business.
So what are you worrying about sitting at home? If you were Paul, you’d probably have had a number of flesh-cutting lashes on your
back to worry about. And when he was “quarantined” in prison with his ankles painfully in the stocks, he and Silas sang praises to God – to
the stunned amazement of other prisoners. And an angel came and opened the prison door at midnight!
 
Have you ever been justified before God? By faith in Jesus? By repentance of your sin? By having had yourself baptized as a believer
in water? Have you received the Holy Spirit?
Then you can consider yourself in the ranks of the JUST.
And the JUST shall live by FAITH. Not by church. Not by systems. Not by knowing, understanding or quoting Scripture. Not by money. Not
by business. Not by reputation. Not by health. Not by good deeds. Not by relationships.
All these are good add-ons to a Christian’s life. By we don’t live by them.
The JUST live by FAITH.
 
Until now, you might have known only saving faith (that brings salvation).
God wants you now to learn to know FAITH to LIVE BY. And that’s a whole different story.
But it makes you STRONG. It makes you BOLD. It makes you FEARLESS. It makes you HUMBLE. It makes you SECURE in Jesus.
 
You won’t learn to have FAITH to LIVE BY by going to church. By watching Christian videos on Youtube. By reading or studying Scripture
(else every theologian would have such faith. They don’t!). By reading Christian books or listening to testimonies.
You will learn this faith only at the ford of Jabbok (Gen. 32). Where you wrestle with God. Where He deals you a life-changing blow.
Where you’re desperate before an almighty, gracious God. By relationship with, and complete obedience to Jesus. By intimacy with Him.
THAT’s what breeds FAITH to LIVE BY.
Faith to SERVE. Faith to be GENEROUS. Faith to GIVE AWAY money and worldly possessions to those who need it more than you. Faith
to pay your BILLS. Faith for SURVIVAL. Faith to stay HEALTHY. Faith to face BRAZEN TIMES. Faith for CREATIVITY. Faith to PROSPER.
 
Keep well! 11 days to go!
 
Yours FAITHfully
 
Eben Swart
 

Kindly visit our website www.trumpetcall.co.za
Find us on Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtRRKwvttSgYOcwDhBaQM4Q?
Find us on Vimeo: https://vimeo.com/user83677404/vod_pages
Watch Eben’s testimony: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dmYxIY62-mo
To subscribe or unsubscribe: Go to http://trumpetcall.co.za/newsletters/trumpetnet

http://www.trumpetcall.co.za
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtRRKwvttSgYOcwDhBaQM4Q?
https://vimeo.com/user83677404/vod_pages
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dmYxIY62-mo
http://trumpetcall.co.za/newsletters/trumpetnet

