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Subject: Good leadership. Statistics. Mentality problems. Sinful responses.

 
Dear Saints
 
It’s the first night of National Lockdown.
 
During the run-up to this, a number of things have caught my attention:
 

1.       The first authentic nationwide leadership we’ve seen from the SA government since 1994.
2.       The seriousness of projections concerning the national spreading of Covid-19.
3.       The lack of leadership mentality amongst “educated” people.
4.       The similarities between our responses to the National Lockdown – and our response to God’s law.

 
Here’s a quick discussion of each.
Yes, you can read it – you have 21 days to do so!:
 

1.   The first authentic nationwide leadership we’ve seen from the SA
government since 1994.

 
Since democracy, South Africans have seen 4 presidents serving significant terms:

1.       Nelson Mandela
2.       Thabo Mbeki
3.       Jacob Zuma
4.       Cyril Ramaphosa

 
Of the four, Nelson Mandela stands out as the best leader by far.
But being the first president of a young democracy, he got caught up in so many constitutional intricacies that much of his leadership skills got
squandered in ironing out the political and administrative issues of a fledgling state.
 
Thabo Mbeki stood out as the soft-spoken intellectual, the philosopher, but not much of a leader. I can honestly not remember anything that he had
brought about during his double term tenure. The cracks in the ANC alliance became visible.
 
Jacob Zuma was a disaster. South Africa will spend at least the next decade to recover from the damage he has done during his double term tenure.
And to imprison a sly fox who knows every lever to delay legal proceedings. The ANC started to break apart.
 
Cyril Ramaphosa didn’t hit the ground running. He started slowly and quietly, trying to salvage what was left of the ANC after Zuma.
When Covid-19 struck SA, he acted decisively and with authority. He acted like a war-time president. For now, we are guardedly proud of him. At least
for now, he has shown the best leadership we’ve seen for more than two decades.
 

2.   The seriousness of projections concerning the national spreading of
Covid-19.

 
Having been a Maths and Science teacher when I was younger, I am under no illusion how small the percentage of society is that have the ability to
really understand figures, statistics and graphs.
I doubt whether more than 40% of the politicians in Parliament, or in Luthuli House, have ANY idea how to interpret even the most basic of graphs –
leave alone projections and extrapolations.
The same applies to those millions who are currently sitting at home for 21 days, counting toes or twiddling thumbs.
 
The graphs and projections of Covid-19 are staggering in their horribleness. They are terrifying.
 
To give you some idea:
If 60% of the SA population of about 66 million get infected with the virus, with a mortality rate of only 2% (i.e. 98 of every 100 infected persons
recover), then close to 800 000 people will die. If this takes place over a 3 month period (which is very possible!), then close to 9000 people die
each day on average!
If you’d bury them in graves of 1 x 2 meters, then the graveyard would cover 1,6 million square meters with no spaces between graves, i.e. 320 rugby
fields. That is a small farm of 160 hectares.
 
In SA, the mortality rate would most probably be significantly higher than 2%. If this virus moves into townships, it will hit communities with
compromised immunity systems due to AIDS and TB, who have no means to exercise social distancing, who are too poor to eat healthy or buy hand
sanitizers or even soap, who are uneducated in terms of basic hygiene or viral contamination.
 
In the model above, for each percentage point increase in mortality rate, 400 000 more people die in total. That is 4444 more per day on average.
At 10% mortality rate, 4 million die. That is 44 000 per day on average.
Carnage!
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Don’t think that only OTHERS die. It might be your husband, your wife, your son or your daughter. Or your aged parent. Or even YOU.
Covid-19 victims don’t die pretty.
 

3.   The lack of leadership mentality amongst “educated” people.
 
Wherever I went, whomever I spoke to during the past few days, people were devising plans to get round the government rules for national lockdown.
 
Leadership mentality looks something like this: Leaders look DOWN onto a situation and ask themselves: What needs to be done to make this
situation work out right?
And then they do what needs to be done to make the situation work out right. They care about the situation, because they care for people. That’s why
they are leaders.
Follower mentality looks something like this: Followers look UP at some authority figures and ask them: What do you want me to do?
And then decides whether they like what they were told and whether they would do so or not. They could care less whether anything works out right or
not. They only care about themselves. That’s why they are followers.
 
Which one of the two are YOU?
 
Are you devising plans to get round the lockdown rules? Do you boast about your clever schemes?
What if your scheme causes people to be infected - and die? Then you’re not only a follower, you’re a murderer!
 
As I sat writing to you tonight, one hour before lockdown started at 24h00, I repeatedly heard car engines screaming down the N1, about a kilometer
from my home. Defiant of any rule or law – current or future.
Although petrol heads might not represent the most mature sector of society, I wondered what these guys and girls would boast about when they got
home.
Their mentality painted a perfect picture of exactly what we DON’T need in SA now.
We now need leadership thinking. We need to make this situation work. We have only one shot. One bullet in the barrel: National lockdown.
There’s no second chance.
If you now cheat and disobey, you’re stupid. And a potential murderer.
Please grow up: Stay home. Keep outsiders out of your home. Wash and sanitize your hands frequently. Don’t touch your face.
That way we thwart infection – and the virus.
 

4.   The similarities between our responses to the National Lockdown – and
our response to God’s law.

 
1.       God is not an old, frustrated man with a dirty beard, sitting in heaven, thinking up laws to frustrate and make man feel guilty.

 
God’s law were the clauses of the contract/covenant between Him and his people. Being the Creator, He knew what his people needed to do to thrive in
His creation. He also knew what would cause them to die in this same creation.
So He gave his people his law. To tell them what to do so they would thrive. And what they shouldn’t do – so they won’t die.
For two entire chapters (Lev. 26; Deut. 28) He spelled out the blessings and curses which would follow on obedience and disobedience respectively.
Inside the confines of this law His people would be safe, and thrive. Outside of this law they would be unsafe, and die.
 
But His people thought they knew better. They did not believe in God’s good knowledge and intention, and cheated on His law. And paid the
consequences.
 

2.       Now, the ANC government is not God. The lockdown will harm the economy seriously. Many businesses won’t survive. Many will lose their
jobs. Some of the rules are simply mindless.

But the rules intend to keep you and others safe. Outside of the rules you and others become very unsafe.
 
You can choose to know better. You may choose not to believe in good knowledge and intention. You may choose to cheat. And you, and others, will
pay the consequences.
 
I hope to write on a more cheerful note next time.
 
Keep well!
Exercise regularly. Walk and jog in your yard. Get some sun on your skin. Don’t eat too much.
Enjoy your wife. Enjoy your husband. Enjoy your kids. Play board games. Play cards. Make jokes.
Visit Trumpet Call sites (see below). Download our free teachings. Listen to them.
Talk to your family about life. Talk about God. Read the Bible together. Pray.
Discover one another. Discover Jesus.
 
Blessings!
 
Eben Swart
 

Kindly visit our website www.trumpetcall.co.za
Find us on Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtRRKwvttSgYOcwDhBaQM4Q?
Find us on Vimeo: https://vimeo.com/user83677404/vod_pages
To subscribe or unsubscribe: Go to http://trumpetcall.co.za/newsletters/trumpetnet
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