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Subject: LAUSANNE CONGRESS CAPE TOWN

Dear Saints

Below please find a greatly encouraging letter from Christianview Network concerning the above-mentioned.

Enjoy!

Eben Swart

LAUSANNE CONGRESS 'CAPE TOWN CALL TO ACTION' AGAINST POSTMODERNISM

http://emergingthreat.blogspot.com/2011/02/lausanne-congress-cape-town-call-
to.html

This week, the Lausanne Congress released the final version of "The Cape

Town Commitment: Call to action' http://www.lausanne.org/ctcommitment. The
first part (previously released) is a general evangelical Statement of

Faith. The second part (released this week) is a call to action based on

the discussions leading up to and during the Lausanne Congress held in Cape
Town in October 2010. What is significant is that the first article

explicitly speaks up against Postmodernism as follows:

"Cultural and religious plurality is a fact and Christians in Asia, for
example, have lived with it for centuries. Different religions each affirm
that theirs is the way of truth. Most will seek to respect competing truth
claims of other faiths and live alongside them. However postmodern,
relativist pluralism is different. Its ideology allows for no absolute or
universal truth. While tolerating truth claims, it views them as no more
than cultural constructs. (This position is logically self-destroying for it
affirms as a single absolute truth that there is no single absolute truth.)
Such pluralism asserts 'tolerance' as an ultimate value, but it can take
oppressive forms in countries where secularism or aggressive atheism govern
the public arena.

A) We long to see greater commitment to the hard work of robust
apologetics. This must be at two levels.

1. We need to identify, equip and pray for those who can engage at the
highest intellectual and public level in arguing for and defending biblical
truth in the public arena.

2. We urge Church leaders and pastors to equip all believers with the
courage and the tools to relate the truth with prophetic relevance to
everyday public conversation, and so to engage every aspect of the culture
we live in."

http://www.lausanne.org/ctcommitment#p2-1

WHY IS THIS SIGNIFICANT?

* Firstly, because Evangelical Christianity has been under severe and
sustained attack from those who wish to compromise and synthesise
Christianity with Postmodernism (called the Emerging Church movement)
instead of fighting back against it. Some of our largest Evangelical
institutions including for example Zondervan Publishers, many denominations
and seminaries have been compromising. These compromisers threaten to
destroy the very definition of Biblical evangelical Christianity.

* Secondly, because the Lausanne Congress is the single largest and most
influential institution in Evangelical Christianity in the world today.

Unlike many other institutions which misleadingly claim the title
'international’, it has representatives from all over the world (except for
those under persecution whose governments prevented their citizens from
participating).

* Thirdly, because the statement is explicit. Unlike many other public
statements, it does not beat about the bush. Postmodernism is identified as
false, illogical, misleading, a negative influence a threat to Evangelical
Christianity and religious freedom.
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* Fourthly, because it proposes sensible measures for churches to fight back
against postmodernism by identifying, equipping and praying for leaders who
can argue against it in the public arena and in educating all believers with
the skills to debate against it. (‘Apologetics' means defending the gospel
against attack). In this context it means defending the truth against the

false teaching of Postmodernism.

* Fifthly, because combating Postmodernism in the church in the Western

World will greatly assist the forward progress of world evangelism (the

principal goal of the Lausanne Congress) and the persecuted church. Read why
here:
http://emergingthreat.blogspot.com/2008/10/why-postmodernism-and-emerging-ch
urch.html (This article I submitted to the planning sessions of the

Lausanne Congress in 2008, encouraging them to make a statement against
postmodernism - which is what they have done).

* Sixthly, because they put the call to action to defend the truth against
Postmodernism first in the practical part of the document their 'call to
action', recognising the central importance of the fight against
Postmodernism to the defence and advance of Christianity in the Western
World.

* Seventh, because it affirms the definition of Evangelicalism and draws a
new boundary. Mainline evangelical Protestantism in the Western World has
been destroyed through compromise and accommodation of the ideology of
Modernist liberalism. Evangelical Protestantism was then renamed
'Evangelicalism' by those who wanted a description of their beliefs that had
real meaning. The meaning of Evangelicalism was being eroded by
accommodation of Postmodern liberalism. Old statements faith were not
capturing this issue. Now the boundaries have been redrawn to exclude
Postmodernism.

Let us build on this victory and see that the 'Lausanne Congress Cape Town
Call to Action' against Postmodernism is heeded on the ground!

WHAT CAN I DO?

* Please give this to your pastor and the elders of your church or the

leader of your Christian organisation. Forward it by email or print out

this email and give it to him. Encourage him to implement this
recommendation and educate his congregation against Postmodernism. He can
find resources to do so at: http://emergingthreat.blogspot.com/

* Thank God for this great victory!

* Pray for any Christian institutions you may be a member of that they will
be protected from Postmodern influence.

* Encourage your church and any institution you are a part of to publicise
the above clause from the Lausanne Call to Action. Read it out in church or
at your leaders meeting.

Let us heed this call and defend the church against Postmodernism.

Post your comments here:
http://emergingthreat.blogspot.com/2011/02/lausanne-congress-cape-town-call-
to.html

Yours sincerely

Philip Rosenthal
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